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 Church celebrates 
baptism of 13 new 
members        (1) 

 Learning English 
through real com-
munication      (2) 

 Christian rock 
concert helps 
youth strengthen 
relationships   (2) 

Prayer Concerns: 

 Pray that Laura 
would continue to 
have a healthy 
pregnancy and be 
able to maintain 
energy for activities 
with the church and 
school. 

 Ask God to grant 
Aaron wisdom and 
inspiration as he 
begins teaching a 
missions class at 
the Bible Institute 
on Saturdays. 

 Pray that the youth 
group would be 
able to raise suf-
ficient funds for 
their upcoming 
retreat at the end of 
June. 

 Remember church 
planters Mart’n and 
Elsy Gonz‡lez as 
they minister to 
families affected by 
domestic violence. 

 Pray for renewal 
during our vacation 
in June and for safe 
travels as several 
family members 
visit us in July.  

News from the Kauffman family in La Mesa, Colombia 

On Saturday, May 5, thirteen people 
were baptized into the La Mesa 
Mennonite congregation. The majority of 
these new members are part of the youth 
group that we helped start with former 
Pastors Mart’n and Elsy last February.  
 
Before the time of baptisms, each person 
had the opportunity to share their 
testimony. We heard a variety of stories, 
some laced with tears, telling of radically 
changed lifestyles, healing and 
forgiveness.  
 
One young woman tearfully shared that 
her family does not support her decision 
to join the church, which made it a 
bittersweet day for her. It certainly made 
us realize that many of the youth getting 
baptized as adults really were going 
against the norms of their culture and 
family. What a contrast from our 
experience growing up in U.S. 
Mennonite churches! 
 
Especially gratifying was the baptism of 
two young women, Sandra and Yuri, 
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whom we had invited to church for the 
first time back in November of 2005. We 
were overjoyed to celebrate with them 
this important step of commitment to 
Christ and the church.   
 
It was a balmy Saturday, and after the 
baptisms the participants lingered 
around the pool, eating tamales and 
other snacks provided by women of the 
congregation. The children quickly 
jumped in the water and enjoyed 
frolicking while the adults chatted. The 
beautiful setting made this celebration of   
God's growing kingdom especially 
memorable.  
 

More art icles on page 2. 

Virginia Mennonite 
Board of Missions 

Yuri Herrera reacts to the temperature of 
the pool after her baptism by immersion. 
Also pictured are Pastors Mart’n 
Gonz‡lez (L) and Jaime Guevara (R). 

Abby helps her increasingly pregnant 
mommy hang out the laundry.   

Aaron listens in on a children's Bible 
study. In addition to children's ministries, 
the church planting project in Anapoima 
is discipling 17 new adult believers.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        

kind of class for a long time, so we 
finally decided to go for it. The goal is 
for adults who have an intermediate to 
advanced level of English to strengthen 
their speaking and listening skills. We 
meet on Monday evenings with five to 
six men and women, all having some 
connection with the church or school.  
 
It has gone very well during the first 
month of classes. We have it in our 
home, so it has a relaxed feel. Laura 
often serves a snack, and some of the 
students have brought something to 
share, too. Everyone participates well 
and genuinely seems to enjoy the class. 
Working with a group of adults is such a 
refreshing change of pace from classes 
with the middle and high school 
students at the Colegio! 
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 Let's Communicate: Nontraditional English Classes 
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Tel: 011-57-1-847-2553 
aaronlaurak@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart and lean not 

on your own 
understanding; in all 

your ways acknowledge 
him, and he will make 
your paths straight. 

 
Proverbs 3:5,6 

Read more  
about our ministry in 

Colombia at: 

kauffmanhome.net 
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This year we initiated an English Club 
that meets once a week on Tuesday 
afternoons. About 20-25 students come 
on any given Tuesday for an hour and a 
half of interaction in English. We try to 
use English as much as possible, with 
activities ranging from conversation 
games and songs to pen pals letters to 
students at Central Christian School in 
Ohio.  
 
Most recently we've been working on a 
video project in which the students 
narrate in English the significant places 
and people around school. So they have 
been busy writing, correcting, and 
practicing their scripts. We started filming 
a few weeks ago and hope to be 
completely done with the project by July. 
That way we can send it to the US in 
time for the start of the school year at 
Central and Lancaster Mennonite School 
in Pennsylvania, two institutions we have 
been relating to over the past year.  
 
Later in the year we anticipate some field 
trips and other activities outside of La 
Mesa that have an English focus. We 
also hope the students in the club can 
connect with English-speaking visitors 
throughout the school year.  
 
Another group we recently began is a 
conversational English class for adults. 
We had been getting requests for this 

 
 
 

Aaron and Pastor Jaime recently 
accompanied the youth group to an Alex 
Campos concert.  Campos is an 
extremely popular Colombian Christian 
rock singer. The youth traveled to the 
city of Girardot (about 1!  hours away in 
bus) for the concert. For many of them, it 
was the fi rst time to a "real" rock 
concert, with an impressive light show, 
quality sound and of course hoards of 
jumping and screaming young people.  

Alex is a talented musician and performer and Aaron later reflected on how 
gratifying it felt to watch the youth enjoy themselves so thoroughly. Many also 
said they felt ministered to through the music, and freedom to worship in a new 
way. The main goal, however, was to build stronger relationships among the 
youth and with the new pastor. Having accomplished this goal, the group arrived 
back in La Mesa around 2:00 a.m., ears and hearts still ringing from the evening. 
 

Youth Group Builds Community at Rock Concert 

Aaron organizes the students in the club 
for their upcoming video project.  


